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The City of Timmins is looking for input from regarding a review to the existing Downtown Community 

Improvement Plan (CIP), which was approved by City of Timmins Council on July 23, 2007. As the plan 

has been in effect for approximately 14 years, City of Timmins Council indicated that the plan should 

be reviewed.    The City of Timmins recognizes the need to support the downtown cores as vital 

commercial and community areas intrinsic to the quality of life of the municipality. 

The Committee tasked with reviewing the Downtown CIP focused on improving the appearance and 

desirability of the downtown cores while promoting the public use of the downtown cores within 

Timmins, Schumacher and South Porcupine.  In order to facilitate redevelopment, the City is 

considering implementing the following community incentive amendments within the Downtown CIP: 

Amend the Downtown CIP area 

 Increase the Community Improvement Project Area for increased eligibility for grants to include 

Algonquin Boulevard West from the Mattagami River in the west to Father Costello Drive in 

Schumacher; 

 Increase the Community Improvement Project Area to include Wilson Avenue from the 

Mattagami River in the west to Mountjoy Street South in the east; 

 Maintain the existing Community Improvement Project Area in Schumacher and South 

Porcupine; and 

 Eliminate the two-tier grant areas where there were previously primary and secondary areas 

where grant applications in primary areas received priority funding.  All areas will now be 

considered primary areas.  

Revise Existing CIP programs 

 Amend the Façade Improvement Grant by providing a 50% grant up to $15,000.  The grant shall 

require façade installation on any side of the building and may include windows and doors; 

however, shall not be limited to windows and doors only.  Additionally, the $15,000 grant cap 

shall be removed after 10 years from the initial grant, provided there is a change in building 

ownership. 

 

 



 

 

 Delete the following grant opportunities: 

 Energy Efficiency 
 Study Assistance 
 Demolition Assistance and Tipping Fee Rebate 
 Building Code Compliance 
 Upgrade to Building Code 
 Accessibility 

 

 Remove the requirement that a building permit be required prior to grant approval.  Staff to 

provide conditional approval to the grant application and inform the applicant to obtain a building 

permit within 30 days of conditional approval or the grant opportunity shall be rescinded. 

 

Implement New Opportunities to Promote Development 

 Create a Building Improvement Grant which provides a 100% grant up to $30,000 towards new 

commercial space through the construction of a building addition or the construction of new 

upper storey residential units or conversions. 

 Create a Parking Fee and Transit Grant for new businesses and new upper storey residential 

units.  The grant shall result in a 50% reduction in parking fees in municipal parking lots and a 

50% reduction in transit fees for one year.  Business owners shall provide proof regarding the 

number of employees and property owners for the new upper storey residential units shall 

provide proof regarding the number of residents in the new unit. 

 Create a Parking Requirement Exemption Program for new upper storey residential units for 

commercial, industrial or institutional main floor uses within the General Commercial (EA-CG) 

zone within the CIP area.  With exceptions, commercial uses within the General Commercial 

(EA-CG) zone generally do not require parking, whereas upper storey residential units do require 

parking spaces.  In order to promote upper storey residential development, the parking provision 

shall be waived in the General Commercial (EA-CG) zone. 

 Create a Public Art Grant which provides a 50% grant up to $2,500 for eligible art pieces and 

displays on public and private property that are clearly visible to the public. 

 Create a Sidewalk Patio Grant which provides a 100% grant up to $1,000 for patio construction 

costs.  Patio construction plans shall be provided by the Downtown Timmins BIA.   

 

 

 


